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00L’S OUT...OR IN

Ahead of tonight’s crucial rezoning vote which could pave the way for a new gaelscoil on Cork’s
northside, the two sides in this long-running and bitter debate put their case to Eoin English

SPORTS feld on Cork’
northside is the most
suitable location for a
new gaclscoll, the Department of
Education insisted last night.

The department was responding,
ahead of tonight’s crocial rezoning
vote at Cerk City Council, to claims
from opponents to the controversial
Giaelseoi] an Ghoirt Alainn project
that 1t hasn't considered all the
alternative options.

As intense last-minute lobbying of
councillors stepped up, the Save the
Tank Field campagners posted
documents to their website, released
under Freedom of Informaton, which
apparently show the deparement failed
to properly consider an offer of a site
from M:I.}’Etld GAA first made in
Otrober 20017,

The chib restated its offer last
February but the department only
ruled it out weeks later.

Opponents fighting to save the pub-
lic open space said the documents
prove that the department has not
properly considered alternative sites.

But in a statement, the depariment
saud it did consider the Mz)'i[;.-ld GAA
club site and insisted that the Tank
Ficld is the most suitable location for
the new school butlding.

"The department considered a
number of accommodation options in
relation to a permanent solution for
the school and concluded that the
current proposed site, for which a
planning applicaton has been
submireed, was the most suitable”

a spokesperson said.

The protracted battle over plans to
build the pew school comes to a head
tonight.

Campaigners on both sides are
expected to pack the public glleries
in City Hall this evening to watch
councillors decide the fate of the
proposed new school, and the future
of the Tank Field.

They are ser to vote on a proposed
Marerial Contravention of the Ciry
Dievelopment Plan which is needed to
allow the department proceed with
plans to build a new 16-classroom
school for the gaelscoil on a two-acre

pornon of the 11.8-acre sﬁoﬁs field.

But while some councillors have
publicly declared their support for the
paelscol, the school’s supporters are
unlikely to secure the required
two-thirds majority needed to
sanction the rezoning,

The department said it will await
the outcome of tonight’s vote before
detidinf: on a possible appeal to An
Bord Pleandla.

Fhe project has been mired in
controversy for almost five years

The school, founded in 1993, has
been based in prefabs in the overflow
car park of Brian Dillon’s GAA club,
right next to the Tank Field, since
1998,

In 20607, the department lodged a
planning application with Cork City
Ceuncil for a new l6-clsmoom
school on a portion of the Tank Field.

Council pEnners gave the project
the green light, subject to city
councillors voting two-thirds in favour
of rezoning.

Councillors voted 15 to 13 in
favour — not enough to secure the
FeZOnIng.

The rﬁ:pam'm:m appealed the
decision to An Bord Pleanila which
overturned the counals decision, and
granted planning pernussion,

But problems with the planning
?lpplican'un emerged when it was

iscovered that overhead cables which
run across part of the site were
omitted fromt planning documents,

It was discovered that if the project
went ahead as planned, a reabigned

itch for Brian Dillon’s Club would
e located under the power cables.

In Movember 2000, former city
manager, Joe Gavin, ordered a review
of the project which confirmed that
the department would need to lodge a
new planning application.

The move sparked another wave of
opposition which has intensified in
recent months, Campaigners argue a
new school s :I'It‘i.‘:dms,m cater for
growing demand, and to replace

ageing and unsuitable facilities.

The Parents and Teachers Action
Group said alternative sites have been
examined, but deemed unsuitable; the

proposed site requires just two acres of
the 11.8-acre Tank Field; the two
GAA pitches on the site will be
retained; Jow railings will be installed
around the pitches and public access
will be maintained; and there will be a
number of entrance points around the
remaining 9 8-acres allowing for

better walking conditions.
But opponents have urged the
authorities to save the Tank Field.
They fear the amenity will be lost
to public use, and have warned that
rezoming sports grounds could set a

dangerous precedent for other public
open spaces across the ciry.

The department said it must await
the outcome of tonight’s vote before
funding issues can be considered.

“When the planning stage has been

completed and statutory approvals
obtaned, the further progression of
the project will be considered, in the
context of the department’s multi-an-
nual School Building and Modernisa
tion Programme,” a spokesperson said
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‘It could play an active role

as a resource to community’

GAELSCOIL an Ghoirt Alainn, founded
almost 20 years ago, will open its doors in
September to the greatest number of pupils it
has seen since its foundation.

The demand for the school has grown
steadily each year and anyone who has any
link to the school can understand why this
year we will welcome 50 new junior infants.

The school is a co-educational, multi-
denominational gaelscoil that prides itself on
principles of democracy, equality and human

a genuine
resource to the
CONUMLNIEY,
opening its
doors urfa
variety of uses
im:]uZn
public
meetings,
evening classes,
a venue for
sports days,
surnmer Camps
and much
more.
Education is
progression.

[1%31: school is the only gaelscoil in the l‘,I1l-lis iS about lOSS tO the

country attached to Educate Togecher
offering parents on the north-east of Cork

s meheemeios " public of entire Tank Field’

miles of the schoaol, there 15 little doubt that
the success of the school has been driven by
community effort.

Of the 376 submissions on file with the city
planners, approximately 70% favour the
proposed development.

On March 26 last, a crowd of some 1,500

mplc stopped traffic in Cork city to

|gl1hght e need for a permanent building
for the school.

Members of the school community work
trelessly to create a positive learning
environment and, despite difficulties, parents
are happy to see their children receive a
wonderful educaton.

The city councillors of Cork have a chance
to address the problems of teaching in
prefabs and can make a penuine impact.

The school suffers from cramped
conditions, inadequate toilet facilities,
insulation problems, the lack of a proper
SfChOD])'i’II'dP and hall to name but a few.

The school is asking councillors te agree
with a decision by Bord Pleanila 1o allow for
a school building. The site required is rwo
acres of an 11.8-acre site where a 2.3-acre
site had previously been granted permission.

The proposed development of the
remaining land has plans for a railing with
specific access points allowing for full access.

There are two GAA pitches now and there
will be two GAA pitches if the development
goes ahead.

It has been a long journey for all artached
to the gaelscoil while sites have been
investigated and turned down by the
D tment of Educaton over the years.

e additdon of a school building to the
area where it has been located since 1998
would create a public amenity unlike any
other.

The school could play a very active role as

THE proposal to re-zone the Tank Field and
build on 1t is not just a local issue for the
north-east of Cork city.

It has much wider implications for public
open spaces throughout the city and IP plan-
mng in the city generally.

The senior executive planner in the ciry
council, in recommending refusal of permission
for the school building there, described the
Tank Field as “a highly valued,.accessible, level,
well used open space/sports ground which
15 used by a wade cross secton of the
COTTITTNA TR

It 15 the only such public open space in the
north-east of the city, an area identified in the
Caty Development Plan as one which already
has a shm‘:ﬁl ¢ of such spaces.

More public, open spaces are needed in the
city, not less. Givin ranmn permission for
the Tank Field mlﬁImeaﬂ ﬁut this public
park in its entirety would be lost as a public
AMENILY.

This is not just about the site for the school,
which would be in one of the most used loca-
nons and mest mirusive on the surrounding
houses.

It is about loss
to the public of
the entire Tank
Field.

[nan agrcn:—th
ment put to er
by uﬂ}: dals |§cth|:
Deepartment of
Education, Brian
Dillons GAA
club, and the city
council, and
approved in
2005/6, once
planning

permision is
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given, the site

for the gaclscoll would be sold o the depart
ment and the rest of the Tank Field would be
transferred to Brian Dillons on a lease of 99

Ars.

The Tank Field would, in effect, become
private property and useless to local kids as an
amenity as a result. Arguably, it would be simi-
lar too the Old Head of Kinsale,

The public would be excluded and only
allowed enter at times and under conditons et
by the owners of what would essentially be a
private sports facility,

It is only because of the sinilc-mi.ndu:i
pursuit of the Tank Field by the gaclscoil
authorities that the school does not now have a
permanent building elewhere,

There are, and have been, many alternative
sites available for the gaclscoil, including some
already in state ownership.

The Tinkers Cross site which was approved
for the school as long ago as 2001, is sull avail-
able. Last year it was again recommended by a
senior official in the Department of Education,
Mayficld GAA club has offered a site and,
according to the senior executive planner of the
city council, the needs of the school could be
met on a site that is more appropriate than the
Tank Ficld.

There is no alternative to the Tank Field as a
public open space. IF it 1= bost, it is lost forever.

That would be no precedent to create for
other public spaces in the city and no legacy to
leave to future generations.

Objectars gather to proteat against the development of @ naw school building for Gaslscoll An Ghoirt Alainn at the Tank Fleld, Montenotte, Cork; and below, studerts, parents and meenbars of the public
march in support of the development. Cork City Comncll willl 1onight vole wisithar or not 1o rezons the Tank Fleld which would pave the way for a new buillding to ba buill. Picturms: By MacEl Dess Ramy



